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TO: Doctor SEM Pringpuangkeo
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10,

General Giap North Vietnam military commander states that he
who controls the country-side (or rural areas) controls the
country.

There are 3900 Thai physicians of whom 2600 are in Bangkok.

The purpose of getting some medical care to the villages is to show
them that the Thai Government is interested in them.

Sooner or later--probably sooner, these village people are going

to have to vote either for Thailand or the communists. They will show
how they vote either by helping and fighting for Thailand--or for

the enemy.

The communists are well aware of the value of medicine. Groups

of communists who have been found in Thailand have been discovered
to have drugs and vaccines to use on the people. They have had
medical books with them to help in treating the villagers.

American doctors know that they will have to devote two or three
years of their lives to their country. If they do this before
they go into practice or start their lifetime careers, it does not
interfere with their lives but actually gives them time to mature
and gain wisdom. Generally, it is an enriching experience,

Americans have a doctor draft law, but it is seldom necessary to draft
a doctor as all country medical associations have their own draft
board composed of doctors. When doctors are needed the associations
are told how many they must contribute and they select the doctors.
This is believed to be the only fair and equitable way to provide -
doctors., They then volunteer for two to three years.

Thailand has a very good Ministry of Public Health serving the rural
areas. Thailand also is fortunate in having the Border Patrol Police
in the very remote areas around her borders who carry medicine to the
villagers and Hill tribesmen. However, neither of these groups can
function without doctors.

Young doctors should be grateful for having the opportunity to become
doctors and should realize that in working or fighting for their
country they are working or fighting to create the kind of world
they would like to live in. A world where if they work they can
obtain the better things in life for their families and themselves.

For those young doctors who fail their country in her time of need
they will for the rest of their lives be set apart from their
colleagues who did work or fight for their country. Two or three
years passes very rapidly in the 1life of a man but a bad conscience
stays with him forever,
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In America the better hospitals have an arrangement so that generally
only the doctors who have served their country get the desirable
residencies; the exceptions being those who agree to serve after
they finish their specialty training.

The most important point to remember is that there is a real danger that
Bangkok might become an island--an island separated from the
country-side and its people--this will surely lead to conflict in
Thailand. This happened in Vietnam where Saigon became an island
separated from its people. The educated people must see that this
does not happen. It is said in the Army that a military company
is only as good as the care the commander gives to his lowest man.,
You, the doctors as leaders of the educated class, must worry
about the lowest of your villagers and see that they are fed and
receive medical care or most assuredly they will be shooting at
you one of these days,



